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THE KILLING of 5 innocent British
working women in the Fish Repub-
lican bomb explosion at
Aldershot is a tragedy which all
sympathisers with the Irish Repub-
lican Army deeply regret. It was an
accident caused by a mistake in
the timing of a bomb, an accident
regretted as bitterly by the Frish
Republican Army as by us.

That was ONE of the tragedies
of Aldershot. The personal one.

The other tragedy — the military

and political one — was that the
explosion failed in its objective to
decimate the officer corps of the
Parachute Regiment, which cold
bloodedly butchered other innocent
working people in Derry on January
30th.

That must be said clearly and

without hypocricy.

The bosses’ press is making
good use of this tragedy to wipe
out the memory of Derry Bloody
Sunday. Socialists are not in busi-
ness to help them by wringing our
hands in horror.

The IRA is the army of a people
which is now being repressed and
terrorised and part of whose country
is forcibly occupied by the British
Army. We recognise and defend the
IRA’s right to make war on the
British state, and to attack legitim-
ate military targets in Britain itself
when and if it thinks it useful or
necessary.
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shot us to see the vast difference -
between the two sides in this war.

On one side it is the continuags
ion of a strug
has.lasted for centuries. On the .

other side it is a ruling class'war
of repression, state terrof and inc-
reasingly indiscriminate slaughter.

In Derry 3 weeks ago the Brltlsh
Government took a cold decision
to make a bloody example of peace-
ful and unarmed civilians and its
soldiers camried out that policy with
deadly efficiency.

At Aldershot the IRA chose a
military target, intending to strike
not even at ordinary soldiers — as
they are entitled to do — but at the
Top Brass of the regiment. The in-

gle for liberation that _

Saturday 26th February 1972

who, when last in office, unleashed
the Argyles and ‘Mad Mitch’ on the
people of Aden, would help get the
Tmcsoffthchookovchc:ryby
joining the chorus of hypocritical
condemnation: not one Labour MP
supported Bemadette Devlin in op-
posing the emergency legislation
which was rusbed through the
Commons to place the stamp of
‘legality’ on the British Army terror
— including the Derry massacre —
in Ulster! Not a single one declined
to endorse the Army in Ulster, even
though t.hey had all made the ex-
pected noises of horror over Dcrry
only 3 weeks ago. -
For these ladies and gentlemer
of the Right and of the Left, every-

polite meanin glcss words, or equ
ly meaningless ‘angry” words, as"
they dance their quadrille and pla
musical chairs with ﬁé Tories in

of power politics intrude then 2
them, without exception, know
place, and know which side
are on.

The revolution
know which side it is on.
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ions that ‘Heath’ is really respon-
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ambushes and shooting of individ-

ual soldiers and policemen are dic-

tated by the orerwhelming strength
of the British military machine, not
because they lack mass support.
This is not terrorism as Marxists
have understood it and condemned
it (though always of course defend-

ing and supporting the terrorists

against the s tate, and defending
the right of even individual terror-

ists to fight against the imperialist
s tate): it is guerilla warfare.
The IRA is not a terrorist organ-

isation. Incidents like Aldershot
_are not terrorist exercisesIN ANY

“MARXIST DEFINITION OF THE

TERMS
, The pompous self styled’Marx-

f "fsm * who seize on a superficial
.. f-_._f resemblance in tactics between the
“present guerilla war of the IRA and

. ‘ ;,, ams of individual terror, are not
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iggressive ‘firmness’ after a
Iy massacré — and then draw
1 -_-'-martly and put safe distance
veen themselves and the IRA

: hen an “Aldershot tragedy occup-
“1es the front'page of the newspap-

'ers. Thdtis, when it becomes vit-
lon of “Terrorism’’. This, for the® "\ 3

‘alk ;';;,simnam NOT to flinch.
Both SOGIALIST WORKER and
RKERS PRESS haven’t just
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holding back mass actmn_

This is in no sense the
case in Northem Irclan

population actively Sup
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by murdering capitalist politici
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the side of the ‘official’ wolence d

of the Tory state against those it
oppresses can equate Aldershot
with Derry.

Only a party like Her Majesty’s
loyal ‘““Labour’’ opposition, those

(o Peaceful’ mass: actmm: ould ne

stand up to the state. Far fn

¥il disobedience movement is i
iICeivable without the IRA. And
EIRA, in its present phase, grew
organically out of the mass move-
ment of the Nationalists.
The IRA tactics of bombings,
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British z 8y fail to realise

that a2 major part “in fighting for
socialist ideas in the ‘working
class is the fight against chauv-
inist, backward ideas.

- ! - T e 3"y & - - - + -
B e T T T s e o . b PRRETT B il PR o, s e il S O 1= 1, T T e Em e Rp— = J S NEPRE = s 3 - 3 - Pl " g4 3
B e B .L:L_- i TR 2N ¥ LR = L 1 R R o L _"_:". "L""’}rfll?- s ‘__ i _._‘::_.-_,\_.-_._ frs a k- T T S A L T T 1 * T AT _:.ra-u;_.-_-. T E g N e e T T I T e N T T = WA e o —
w'T E1¥ 253 AL 1 T i S > = P 9 e B it e L T W i Fag] T RO o R R e F: T TSN R g = e SRR O ., T s T R i e I 4
] ;-.- AT 1 g ---,",'_.“" i >, B -_n__‘;.,- = -,- s ey ..-— e -':.-5. "-'1-.' .'F ;'!’ - e = e S p= e e e -_.‘._'._:',._- o .-, A gl -:' o _.L = ,:-._ & L T =i L e % : 1,' ¥ ha 3 |
y ! - |- L -r ' & - A T - iy -----__.; "-E i L _ +:| --I ! -.' '-..'- ;‘ _-.: K ' & ___ e L . 1-}! e 8 ¥ _,.I' o | 4 £ 4‘1.- _| A
T e R e il 1 #
= df" A LR e
= = ' A LT l__,g' 3 ::"_, I
T — e o ) e _..
3__ L TNt s .
A=k o ] P -, ' *r
-' W e e e ey
o s M =l S v,
. e f T i 5 [0 |I,'.| R : _. ,.; e wal it Tk
. I L) g ! o
2 ; = ‘_‘4&;} Ly s b, Rty el ’ - > r-?- i _"? | ¥ ‘? T 1 < -
P " ¥
Vo g L sl Dey o L2 3 e - | i A £ B

ALDERSHOT
TRAGEDY

Instead of standing firm against
the backlash, they parually reflect
it.

Instead of defending the right of
the IRA to fight back l'.hcy use
pseudo-Marxist arguments as a cop-
out.

No British socialists have the
right to tell the IRA not to take
action — including retaliation for
cold-blooded murder in Derry —
against legitimate military targets
in Britain. To do so for fear of the
reaction of the British working
class is to deny the right of an
oppressed nation to fight for free-
dom.

It is not a main responsibility
of the IRA, fighting against mass-
ive odds and an enemy with
immense resources, to tailor its mil-
itary tactics to make life easy for
the British left.

It is OUR responsibility to con-
front the chauvinism and lack of
understanding of layers of the
British working class — and to
fight to change it.

Socialist Worker and Workers
Press, from fear of the anti-IRA
backlash turn themselves into
muted expressions of such a back-
lash and thereby render themselves
incapable of fighting the backlash
effectively. In fact, in doing this,
they themselves confribute to the
backlash and become part of it.

The problem is not the ‘terror-
ism’ of the IRA but the failure of
the British left to explain the just-
ice of the Irish cause to the mass-
es of the working class.

Socialist Worker and Workers
Press evade the principled issue
and obliquely pander to the chauw
inism which they fear, using pre-
fabricated ‘marxistrationalisations
against ‘terrorism’ as a cover.

The attack gn the officers mess
showed that the IRA knows its
enemy: not the British people but
the ruling class and their armed

and pa Kred mercenaries.
A know their enemy.

Bntlsh labour must learn to know
its friends and allies against the
Tory ruling class.

We must refuse to allow that
ruling class to use the tragic and
accidental death of members
of our class to justify its crimes

in Northem Ireland.

And we must, above all, under
stand that the way to end the kill-
ings and the violence is to take
sides with the IRA and help it to
break the stranglehold which
Britain still maintains on Ireland.

There is no other road to peace
in Ireland but the defeat of British
imperialism.




THE RAGGED TROUSERED

FOOTBALL FAN

IT HAS BEEN INTERESTING TO
note of late, in spite of rising
prices and mass unemployment, the
mounting fanaticism attached tothe
game of football.

Flood, famine, murder and a Nat-
lonal Strike are pushed off the front
page of the national dailies to make
way for the news of George Best’s
dirty weekend in Nether Wallop
with a mannequin for a second-hand
shop.

| don’t know about you, but I’m
totally bewildered. During the high-
lights of one particular game bet-
ween Arsenal and Southampton the
commentator remarked, ‘T his is
P eter Storey the lron Man of. F oot-
ball’*. As the cameras focused on
the sald player, he was seen to be

complaining bitterly to the referee
about some big brute who had -
laddered his stockings.

It doesn’t stop at the players.

T he temperamental Michelle
Allison, manager of Manchester
City, has oft been seen prancing on
the touchline, throwing tantrums
that would do Maria Callas proud.

Petulant L eeds United player
B1lly Bremner has on occasionbeen
caught by the camera threatening to
to smack an opponent’s wrist.

T he bewildering aspect of the
case in hand is the type of audience

who trek in their thousands to view
this all male orgy each Saturday.

L arge hairy miners, weather
beaten construction workers, founda
ry workers with muscles in their
eyvebrows, all converge on the local
football stadium to watch Mike
Summerbee kiss Colin Bell, or per-
haps Charlie George locked in the
embraces of an Arsenal forward,

As regards fanaticism, some
areas are more fanatical than othes.
In Glasgow, dress of the day for
Ibrox or P arkhead varies from
razors to axes, from knives to
broken bottles.

Saturday night is normally spent
in Glasgow Infirmary having wourds
sytured or ears replaced.

Sunday night sees off the last
few bottles of Red B iddy.

In the cold grey light of Monday
morning things return to normal.

T he rampaging terror of Saturday
afternoon stands shamefaced and
sllent as he is dressed down by his
foreman who caught him smoking in
the tollets.

T he Manchester United fan who
raged through Stoke-on-Trent like a
marauding Hun comes back toearth
with a bang. Without protest he is
docked quarter of an hour for arriv-
ing at Metro-Vicks five minutes
|ate.

" The same character spent his
last four quid on rall fares and
entrance fee to watch the afore-
mentioned Georgie Best earn £300
in ninety minutes.

| can’t help but think there is
something wrong somewhere.

At Old Trafford, Royalist tend-
encies even show themselves.

A campaign, conducted mainly
on the walls of the gents toilets,
has been in operation for many
years.

T he aim of the campaign is to
bring King Dennis (an Aberdonian
by the name of Law) to his rightful
place on the British throne.

Surprisingly it took a footballer,
another Manchester United named
P addy Crerand, to put things Into
perspective.

T he reason, he explains, that

the game of football is followed
with such aggression is the generak
ly pathetic life of the average
worker.
| personally accept this as
true. Nevertheless it is no excuse.
If as much anger or as much

 effort were put Into fighting for a

decent standard of living, as there
Is In watching the torrid love affars
of professional footballets,
capitalism might collapse before
the end of the season.

WHERE HAVE ALL THE

GRASSES GONE?

WHAT has happened to servility?

We have lost the Empire. |

Those who were bom as leaders
of men are now having that right
questioned.

Fntry into the Common Market
will force us to accept the exist
ence of all those damned foreigners
on the other side of the Channel.

' But must we lose all our nation-

al characteristics?* Are some of the
arts we have practised with such
expertise to vanish forever?

will the time honoured practise
of fawning and cringing be some-
thing of the past?

The Russians may be masters of |
the chess board, the Americans
kings of the athletic fieid. The
Thailander has his badminton, the
Basque his pelota.

But no-one has perfected the
bending of the back and the touch-
ing of the forelock quite like the

British.
Vet this art is in danger of be-

coming as extinct as the dinosaur.

It is a possibility that the sonof
Master John the owner of the mill
may never again be confronted with
a deputation of cap-wringing indiv-
iduals uttering those immortal
words — ‘“Could you see your way
Master, to giving us a few extra
coppers. It’s for the bairns Master.
They need shoes.’”

The schools do their level best
to teach their charges to have
proper respect for their betters, but
somehow, somewhere along the line
they have failed in preparing the
pupils for the outside world.

For instance. There are those
among®t the vouth of the nation who
consider that they have the RIGHT
to work. Obviously, with this idea
in mind, they will approach their
interview for employnent with en-
tirely the wrong attitude. For as we
are all aware, when there are five
young men for every job, the Per
sonnel Manager must be approached
with the utmost humility.

With a little practice servility
can becoma second nature:

Remember you are unemployed.

Remove all traces of pride.

When being interviewed, stoop
the shoulders. |

Keep your eyes downcast.

Shuffle the feet.

The use of the word ‘‘Sir’’ can-
not be over-emphasised. |

Being unemployed for long
enough can bring about quite a
transformation anyway.

What of another of our national
pastimes ? I speak of informing.

Granted there are still many partic-
ipants in this old British sport. But
I fear this too is on the decline.

It could well be that Mrs Jenkirns
down the street, who draws natioml
assistance for herself and five
children, could one day be able to
go out and earn a few quid without
a neighbour informing the authorit-
ies.

Is Charlie Cunningham to be
allowed to clock his brother-in-law
in on Monday morning, and getaway
with 1t?

It could well be. As long as the
decline in moral standards contin-

ues. :

- Remember this. Your employer
(if you are fortunate enough to have
one) cannot always be there to
watch over you personally. He
could be taking a well earned three
months in the Bahamas. Whilst he
is there he relies on you to keep
the wheels of industry turning.

Don’t let him down.
Respect your employer.
Practice makes for perfection,

~ so rehearse humility each day.

Grovelling can bring its own
rewards.
Not only could you become a
veritable Uriah Heap but you could

“even reach the dizzy heights of

chargehand; or (dare I say it)
foreman.

So happy cringing, everybody.

A case
history:
12 months
on the dole

TWELVE MONTHS AGO, Berry

- Edwards lost his job at Tillotsons
~ of Bolton. Since then he’s been out
-~ of work.

Iike every other unemployed

- SOGAT member he goes along to

the Richmond Street office every

week to sign on and see if there are

anv jobs going.

But when Berrv signs on he
doesn’t sign the same book as the
majority of SOGAT members.

He signs a separate book for
members who are blacklisted.

Blacklisted, that is, not by the
employers - but by the Union.

The reason for Berry Edwards’
unpopularity with the Manchester
SOGAT officials goes back to 1967,
when he was working for Hugh Stev-
ensons in Stockport. Berry, then a
shop steward, refused to accept an
agreement over holiday arrangemen
ments which the employers and
union were pushing.

- The Union’s response was to
try and get him out of the union.
Berry had signed a slip allowing
management to dock his union dues
from his wages. Somehow this slip
never reached the management. In-
stead he was informed by the union
that he was no longer a member,
since he wasn’t up to date with his
payments.

" Stevensons is a closed shop and
SOGAT forced the management to
sack him. But Berry didn’t leave
the matter there.

He took it to the courts and

: forced the union to reinstate him as

a memher, and pay damages for the
loss of his job. Since then SOGAT
officials have been determined to
get rid of him.

In twelve months he has only
been sent after one job, apart from
unskilled work which he refuses to
do.

The job was at Simpsons in
Denton. When Berry got there he
found out that it was a non-union
shop.

Now, SOGAT has a rule - and
it’s a good one — that any union
member who takes a job with an
employer who doesn’t recognise the
union, loses his card. So why on
earth should the union send a mem-
ber along for a job at a non-union
shop.

It makes a nonsense out of the
rule — unless of course you want to
drive that member out of the union.

Union control over hiring and
firing in the print industry is a de-
mand that we should be fighting for

But how much will it be worth if
Manchester SOGAT abuse the small
amount of control they already
have? |

There is a very simple rule that
should always be applied when
sending members along for jobs.
THE MAN WHO’S BEEN LONGEST

OUT OF WORK SHOULD GET THE
VACANCY That means that the

union should only send one man

along for any job the employers
notify them of. At the moment, any-
thing up to half a dozen are sent
chasing after the same job, allow-
ing the employers to pick and
choose and operate a blacklist
against militants.

The present system leads inev-
itably to antagonisms and suspic-
ions among the unemployed membe
bers. It should be stopped immed-
iately and replaced by a fair syst-
em which doesn’t allow any member
to be out of work for twelve months,
while others flit on and off the dole
queues.

ik %

Berrv kdwards

But a fair system is nothing un-
less it is seen to be fair. The only
way this rule can operate is for
there to be an unemployed chapelof
the union, so that every member
knows who gets the next vacancy
and who’s next in line after him.

This is the only way to create
unity of the unemployed — a first
essential step to getting rid of un-
employment altogether.

The present system results in
disunity of the unemployed membess.
It results in them having little
voice in the running of the union.
Unemployed members are allowed
minimum representation at the half
yearly delegates’ meeting of the
branch, but how can the represent-
atives speak for the unemployed
members unless there is an unemp-
loyed chapel which meets regularly,
which can instruct them what pol-
icies to put forward and to which
they can report back.

The reason Berry Edwards sigms

a separate book to the rest of the
-0, 47T members is that the branch

officials want to prevent him getting
in contact with the others who sign
on.

If the unemployed members were
united in an unemployed chapel, or
even-had some contact with one
another, they would see what a
lousy, unfair system is now being
operated.

 And they would put an end to it.

from MANCHESTER PRINTWORKER

| would like to know more about
Workers® Fight.

...........................

Send to: Joe Wright, 21 Lindum
Street, Manchester 14.
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ON JANUARY 31 TORY HOUS-
ing Minister Julian Amery jubil-
antly announced what he des-
cribed as a ‘‘pretty sensational’
boom in private house building.
He also predicted that the up-
ward trend would be maintained.

Last year, he said, work had
commenced on a total of 207,300
private houses. This figure
showed a 26% increase over the
figure for 1970.

The picture for the public
sector, however, was ‘disap -
pointing’, said Amery. Last
year 17,500 council houses
LESS than 1970 were built.

Coming to discuss the reas-
ons for the staggering increase
in house building given the pre-
ent crisis of confidence, Amery
asserted that the reasons were
to be found in the lifting of the
freeze on wages (building work-
ers would like to know about
that one!) and prices. Also, he
stated that the mortgage rates
offered by building societies
were now ‘more attractive’.

The true story of this ‘boom’
1s slightly different — as the
report of the Nationwide Build-
ing Society revealed when it
was released the next day. The
details given in this report shed
light on the real cause of this
26% increase in private building

FACT - the cost of a house
rose on average in 1971 by 219%.

FACT — over the last few
years some house prices have
jumped by 72%.

FACT - the steep increases
accelerated during the last six
months of 1971.

FACT — taken over the whok
country this increase represents
a price rise of £1,000 on a howe
which cost £5000 at the end of
1970.

PROFITS

Given these facts the incress-
es in private building are not at
all surprising.

A s Karl Marx explained
when he first laid bare the work-
ings of this system, capital
always flows into those branch-
es of industry which present the
best prospects of profit. At the
present time land and ‘develop-
ment’® of land is one of the few
branches of capitalist enter-
prise which can today guarantee
a good return on investment.

Consequently, investment
has increased through the influx
of capital into building, while it
has slumped in other, less prof-
itable branches of industry.

All this in search of profits ~—
and profits are certainly there to
be had, though the rat-race has
not been without its casualties.
Many small construction firms
have been driven to the wall by
the ferocity of their competitors.

Nevertheless, the overall pie
ture is very favourable for pros-
pective profiteers. L.and prices
are at a premium, there is an
enormous shortage of houses,
and to help matters along high
unemployment in the building
trade enables employers to push

down wages.
Not that this hoom even

JOE

DIED

signed Joe Kelly’s death warrant,

JOSEPH KELLY, 18, of Blyth,
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touches the working class. The
only people who benefit are the
investors, the estate agents,
and the middle class who can
afford the rocketing prices.

To obtain a mortgage for an
average priced house in the
London area (which would cost
£9,644) a worker would have to
earn £60 a week!

Nothing shows more glaring-
ly the absolute incapacity of
capitalism to ‘deliver the goods
Nothing is more blatant than the
bourgeois system’s incapacity
to provide decent homes for
those who create its wealth.

And nothing better exposes
the way in which the wealth
created by the worker stands
hostile to him after the capital-
ist has appropriated it.

KELLY

Northumberland, was recently mur- which came in the shape of the

dered by the Tory government.
After 6 months wandering the
streets, looking for work at factor-

own life.

ies and building sites, he took his is
13 dead in Derry, Joe Kelly was a

little white slip given him each
week at the dole.

The history of the working class
scattered with martyrs. Like the

The Coroner at Blyth recorded martyr — but in a different way.

the verdict that he took his own

He was not in active struggle.

life while the balance ‘of his mind He never got that far. He was not

was disturbed. A simple way to

shot by bullets. But he was murder-

brush the real cause of death under ed all the same. Murdered by the

the carpet. .
After all, what is more simple

than to lay the blame on the lad
himself and, at the same time, to

not all they might have been.

But look behind the neat and
tidy explanation of the coroner and
we see something else. We see the
fact that the British ruling class
and its executive arm, the Tory
Government, has consigned over a
million people to a life without a
future, on the dole.

It was this class - the brigade
who trip 10 Ascort, the crowd with
the second Rolls Royce - who

system which places greater prem-
iums on making profits than on
guaranteeing the right to work.

As his father told a newspaper,

imply that his mental faculties were ‘“He never stood a chance, our Joe’!

The grim reality of the present

destroyed Joe’s future. .
So next time you hear the Tories

telling us that unemployment is the
fault of the working class, remem-
ber Joe Kelly in the best way you

can, by strengthening your resolve
to make an end of the Tory system

once and for all.

RUTH BLACK
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WORKHOUSES

Thus, at the same time as
this ‘boom’ was going on, 5,926
families were herded into hostek
many of which resemble work-
houses in the conditions which
prevail in them.

There are, in 1972, more
homeless families than ever be-
fore. In the London area, the

Shelter organisaion puts the
figure as high as between 50,000
and 200,000 families needing
homes. And this figure will in-
crease If the Tories get their
way with their scheme to rack-
rent council tenants and sell off

council houses.

This does not make the pros-
pect of adequate housing very
bright for workers. Nor does it
offer any hope to the 5 million
who live in substandard houses
or to the 1,800,000 who live in
‘homes’ unfit for human habitat-
ion.

The Shelter organisation and
its whizz-kid Des Wilson {(who
accepted a job with the Tory
Government) offer as a solution
slum clearance, ‘‘more houses*’
and ... education on how to
prevent people from becoming
homeless!

At a time when the property
sharks are at their most active,
aided and abetted by their
friends in Government, Shelter’s
‘solutions’ are not even mildly
reformist.

And meanwhile working class
families continue to be broken
up and dehumanised in the most
foul and demoralising conditioms

This is all to be traced back
to one fact: namely that capital-
ism invests only where there is
an easy profit, and that right
now land and property represents
a much more secure store of |
value than paper bonds and
shares which could become de-
valued or even worthless.

The only way to begin to
solve the problem is to cut right
through the system — nationalis-
ation of the land, of finance
companies and the building in-
dustry, without compensation —
in fact, it is they who have
much to compensate for.

Nothing else can even
approach meeting the needs of
the working class.

DAVID BLACK
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g7 Documents’’ relating to the history of

The Fourth International, Stalinism
and the origins of the Intemational
Socialism Group — Some Documents.

Pluto Press, £I.06 ‘

Reviewed by KEN TARBUCK, who
was during the period covered by
these documents the Secretary of
the Socialist Review Group.

WHAT, ONE MAY ASK, is the purpose
%o this small selection of ““Some
1S? /

To the uninformed it may appear to
be an exercise in educating the present
membership, to-help round out their
picture of how the organis ation came
into being. ~ :

Unfortunately Pluto Press have en-
gaged the services of a person to intro-
duce the documents whose only gifts
seem to be an ability to falsify end to
develop a defective memory when
convenient.

All the tortuous political arguments
on Trotsky’s views on the nature of the
Soviet Union — as seen by Hallas —are

'in fact merely o preamble to some rather
- clumsy falsifications.

EAST EUROPE

In the late 1940s a vital discussion
took place in the Fourth International
on the class nature of the East Europ-
ean states.

Hallas attempts to distort the devel-
oping position of the F.l. in order to
claim that there had been a summer-
sault from regarding the East European
states as capitalist, to regarding them
as workers’ states. Thus he alleges
that as well as the Fl characterising

~ the state capitalist analysis of these

states as revisionism, it also character
ised as revisionist the view that they
were workers’ states.

The document to which Hallas refers,
using a single phrase torn out of con-
text, is o lengthy resolution passed by
the 2nd. World Congress in 1948. As to
the actual position taken in this docu-
ment, we find the following:

o ‘“The pec-
diarity of the buffer-zone countries

consists in this, that the Soviet

bureaucracy has succeeded, for the
time being, in orienting the capital-
ist economy in a sense correspond-

- ing, in the first instance, to its

"ovn interests. This situation can

only be transitional. It must end
either in the bureaucracy’s with-
drawal from its position, under the
pressure of imperialism, or in the
real destruction of capitalism. ...
The Stalinist state apparatus,has

“acquired a great deal of independ-

ence in relation to the bourgeoisie
and proletariat, not alone owing to
the balance between and the grow-
‘ing prostration of both these class-
es; but above all to its intimate
ties with the Soviet state apparat-
us and the overwhelming weight of
the latter in Fastern Europe, amid
the existing world relations.”’

~ (p.119, Fourth International June 1948)

It is certainly true that there was
some initial confusion, and the resolut-

. -ion quoted above reflected this ambig-

vity. But what does this prove? Merely,
that when faced with an unprecedented
situation the F.l. refused to rush in
with ready made answers.

In this connection it is pertinent to
point out that Cliff did rush in, as his
document on the ‘‘Class Nature of the
Peoples Democracies’’ (included in
this selection) shows.

Any examination of this and the
current reality in Eastern Europe will
show that what Cliff described (largely
correct factually at the time) no longer
obtains. All of the special companies
and other economic forms which he
attributes to ‘‘Soviet Imperialism®’ have
long since disappeared.

The 1948 resolution of the Fourth

" International has been vindicated in

this respect, since it emphasised the

transitional nature of the regimes at
the time.

Finally, what of the ‘‘workers’
statist Revisionism’'? A reading of the
actual resolution makes clear that it
refers to .... pro-Stalinists outside the
Fourth International!

KOREA

Given that it was the issue of the
Korean war that was the catalyst which
broke a number of members away from
the Healy group (the forerunner of the
present Socialist Labour League), the
bulk of whom went on to form the
SOCIALIST REVIEW GROUP - parent
of today’s 1.S5. — it strikes one as odd,

1.S. today. But behind the shop-front
needs to lie and distort its own past, O

to say the least, that the article chosen
to represent this group’s point of view
on the war is one taken from the
second issue of the journal, one, more-
over, which originated in India.

(Incidentally Hallas’ claim that it
was Cliff's document on the*Peoples
Democracies’’ that rallied people is
just not true — see ‘‘Some Notes on the
History of British Trotskyism'’ in
Marxist Studies, Vol.2 no.1, Winter
1969-70) |

Didn’t the group have anything to
say on such an important issue in the
first number of Socialist Review? After
all any journal worth its sclt must say
something on such a burning current
issve in its first number. ._

In fact TWO articles appeared on
this question in the first issuey of
Socialist Review. The very first article

in the journal was *‘The Struggle of the
Powers'’ by R. Tennant (Tony Cliff).
This devoted two pages to criticising
Americanimperialism= and nearly five
pages to attacking '‘Russian
Imperialism’’.

The other article on this question
was entitled ‘‘Whither Socialist
Outiook?’’ (the Healy group’s paper in
the Labour Party). This is a scathing

attack on the *‘pro-Stalinist’’ policy
being pursued by Socialist Outlook
(which supported North Korea against
US imperialism). It very clearly parted
Socialist Review from such policies,

and took an uncompromising ‘third camp’
position.

Why then select an article written in
India to represe&nt the Socialist Review
group policy on this key issue?

Quite correctly Hallas repudiates
the slonder that the SR group in any
way supported American Imperialism.
Yet there is no doubt that, given the
support for the Vietnamese revolution
by IS today, Hallas and the other
leaders of today's IS feel very uncom-

fortable about the Korean war a»d the
stand taken on it. Yet they dared not
leave it out of this collection.

Therefore the choice was made to
republish an article that is short and

comparatively mild in tone compared
with the articles in the first issuve of

Socialist Review, which were a real
reflection of the feelings on the S.R.
Group .

And of course so anxious are the’
present leaders of IS to put distance
between themselves and Shachtman
— given his present support for US imp-
erlialism in Vietnam — that they fail to
mention that Labor Action (the paper
which the article came from) was

Shachtman’s paper !

CHINA & YUGOSLAVIA

A claim is made that ‘“Cliff’s fore-
cast of the political development of
the FI was rapidly confirmed. The
ma]or.ity adopted Michael Pablo’s
notorious (st c¢) document‘The Rise
and Decline of Stalinism’ ... which

represented a return to the reformist

Trotskyism of the twenties with
respect to Stalinist states where
these happened to be in actual or
potential conflict with Russia’’,

We are served up a short paragraph
which does NOT talk about reforming
the Chinese and Yugoslav parties or
states, but says Trotskyists should
strive to create revolutionary currents
within these parties.

However, this point of view was not
predicated upon the view that these
states were in conflict with Russia, but
on the fact that they were the two Com-
munist Parties that had carried through
an overturn in property relations within
their respective countries, independent
of, and against the advice of, Stalin.

It was precisely because these two
parties had had to mobilise the masses

in their struggles that led the Fl to

democracy, a hardening bureaucratic centre
f two years ago as much as of 20 years ago

argue at that time that these parties
were still capable of responding tomass
pressure and actions. It was this aspect

“that led to the particular judgment being

made at the time. One, incidentally,
that | now feel was wrong, but has been
corrected by the test of events.

But, on the main issue of the Stalin-

ist states, the document in question is

clear and unequivocal =  “‘Our sect-
ions ought to resolutely combat any
tendency towards apology or justif-
ication for the present regime inthe
Soviet Union. .. The smashing of
the dictatorship and the privileges
of the bureaucracy, the task of a
new political revolution IN THE
SOVIET UNION remains more burn-
ing than ever.”” (p.43 Fourth Internat-
ional (Paris) Winter 1958, emphasis in
original. Passed at World Congress,
1954.)

The so-called ‘notorious’ decument
of Pablo, if read as a whole, has in
fact stood the test of time far better
than Cliff's liberal use of statistics as
a substitute for analysis,

WESTERN EUROPE

But where is the relapse into ‘reform-

‘ist Trotskyism' that Hallas writes

about? It is another figment of his imag-
ination.



He alleges that the Fourth Internat-
ional indulged in some ‘“fantasy’’ of o SMOKESCREEN
perspective of reforming the mass Stal- The question that has to be asked
inist parties in Western Europe, and now is why these particular documents

like the proverbial children’s party con- were reproduced at this time, and why
juror he pulls a quotation out of the hat. Hallas has to write such a falsified

‘““These organisations cannot be introduction to them? 9
smashed and replaced by others in Certainly new members of IS will | B
the relatively short time between want to know about the origins of IS and ' _ -. - ) .

now and the decisive conflict. All  its present leaders. In this respect
the more so since these organisat-  both the selection and introduction
1ons will be obliged, whether they  serve as a smoke screen to cover up far

wish it or not, to give a leftward more than was intended to reveal. _
turn to the w.hole or at least part of That Cliff was the main driving force | S R
the leadership.’’ of the organisation’s ideas and has re- ST S

The reference Hallas gives for this  mained with it all along cannot be doubt : N
guoltofion’:s ““The Decline and Fall of  ed. | @Birmingham — Peter Radcliffe, 110, Middlesbrough — Tony Duffy, 39 w1y |
I:‘mﬂl‘ﬂism 7 a document fad}?p*led in 1954 But the inclusion of Hallas’ docum- | @ Gough Road, Edgbaston, B/ham 15. Clynes Road, Grangetown, Téess@®R
a)l( Se:r:t:lrriatc:?%es; ° :hel “’emaiﬂml' ent from 1951 (dressed up as the Groups| [liBolton — Roy Ratcliff, 24 Crawford Newcastie — John Foster, 55 Percy®

d Sy nternatiomy main policy document but in fact only Avenue, Tyldesley, Nr. Bolton. Road, Whitley Bay, Northumberland Jff ~
anc reproduced In 1970 by the Socialist  rehash — **for use on contacts' — of a | MBristol — Tony Brockman, 37 Corn- Northampt Da ‘
Workers Party (USA). Secretariat resolution endorsed two - 4 +<0l ‘ oritampton — Dave Green, .

Unfortunately for anyone wishing to months previously) along with his intro- wallis Crescent, Britso! € . 46 Chiltem Way, Northampton.
will not find it anywhere in the 1970 ed- new comrades wondering wghere Elollas red Avenue, Earlsdon, Coventry. 29 Stanley Place, Preston, Lancs.’
ition, nor in the 1958 editio.n; the reasen g6 during the intervening years. Derby — Trevor Cave, 97 School- Stoke on Trent — Martin Thomas,
is qul;e ssm:le. The quotation does not Certainly he cannot claim a contin- house Hill, Heage, Derbyshire. 88 Princes Road, Hartshill, Stbl@e_. L
come from this document at all. wus membership of the organisation Liverpool — Paul Barker, 110 Edge Swansea — Bob Cook, 859 Carmar-

It seems to be one of the laws of since its inception. (indeed in the f @ Lane, Liverpool 7. then Road, Fforest Fach, Swansea
politics that the worse the mistake or . ption. {indeed even In fhe ’ . : > > e ’
falsification the more likely it is to be first two years of its existence his me North London — Phil Lewis, 349 Glamorganshire. | ~
repeated. : bersh.ip v':aszuf in question. There is a Alexandra Park Road, N.22 Stockton on Tees — Phil Thormne,

Ha”os is no excepflon. nohte 'nit € Nov. ]9d‘5’2hm'n0tes Of 'he NC West L.Ol'ldon - Ken St.ratford, 86 3 Heather C]OSC, Stockton 951 Te.es

He had previously used exactly the :ecﬁeo t;:;;:nn;o:fe mat::?”osf be drop Rosebank Road, Hanwell, W.7 Wellingborough — Ivan Wells,
same quote in.his article ‘‘Building the Sympathiser tor non- Manchester — Fran Brodie, A6 14 Craigie, Wellingborough, North-

¥ payment of dues.) & s

Leadership’’ in 1.S, journal No.40, It would be in Thornhill Road, Droylsden M. ants. S
Unfortunately it is taken, at second be “;o;é nstructive for new mem- | § - - "
hand, from a source other than that S rsi T] R:o ook through the issues of ' EE—
which he cites. (*) oclalist Review during the 1950s. | | S

1 oIl th y They will be hard put to it to find any | B |

all that was at stake was some contribution by Hallas. The book “‘A —
confusion over the correct source of a Socialist Review’’ published in 1965 | | |
quotation it would not merit such a which was a selection from articles » " -
:engflf'l}:‘zxplcnaltlion. But a proper read-  over the years from the paper, contains , | |
ng o Recall to Order’’ (Hallas not one contribution from Hallas. I a I I |S |
oﬁfual source ) makes it quite clear that The whole of the present exercise is
the quotation is not talking about the like someone trying to answer the quest L |
Communist Parties at all! The reference lon “‘what did you do in th Dadd " | |
was inifacf to the mass social democrat- In fact d._.,;,fg those Ion; ::rrd cc;ldy. e n n C I eS ‘ E
ic parties. . l ‘ i i " SR
ears during the 19 | R

. It must be recalled that at the time r*lollas s:erged ‘:ol hge: j?:p::gh;rlzéos L
in question, ie 1952, nearly every ten- sight. It must all be a bit embarassing S S
demi: on the left tho&;ght that T third for someone who now has the temerity G E C L
world w i i
immine:tr. was not only possible but to describe Trotsky as a bigger revis- . ] ]

ionist than B .
If one reads the above in this context ton;: succ':’nameg:t:fer:e not despicable COVENTRY

one can see that the report was based they would be funny. There are always A NEW WORD IS BEING USED

upon the assumption of a quicker tempo : . )
of development than subsequently f:::: ;{;:}L;gg Ilinbt ;zziufengufg:’::ho in Parliament bars; Stock Ex- . S . -
occurred and that it posed a very real movement when it is expanding andy change corners and other Jobs on lower grade pay — once
and legitimate possibility of some socid winning some victories. Then the move- corridors of power — Weinstock- 28aln a saving for GEC., - |
democratic leaderships or sections of ment is a relatively warm and cheerful 1ng. And what is this natural
them being forced in a revolutionary place to be. The word originates from Sir wastage? A man retires at 65,
direction by the pressure and activity of Hallas is one of the clowns who has Arnold Weinstock, managing Dir- a girl leaves to have a baby; a = &
the masses. come from out of the cold. ector of GEC. Its meaning — couple leave for Australia —amd . '«

The report in fact says — | - more production and profits with their jobs are not filled (except

““In all these countries it is ex- (* The original being a report of the less workers, - by aredeployment within the: .-.. =«
tremely probable, except for some  —yy, "o1enym of the International Fxecut- And there is no doubt that  plant), R RN
new and at the moment unforseeable ;"' ivee of the Fl, published in 1971 was a highly successful That’s one less job vacancy, .
developments, that the radicalisat- " £\ /) (il 1952 issue of Quatrieme | year for Sir Arnold and GEC ~ ©One more place on the dole. - - 1 -
lon of the masses and the first Internationale.) shareholders, and a disastrous GEC save their wages every .
stages of the revolution, of the | ' week, and have-al d
objective revolutionary situation, _ _ one for GEC workers., : » alld have also saved pay- -
will manifest themselves within - | In COVENTRY, GEC is the 1D redundancy money! What' : -
these organisations, The main biggest single employer of could be nicer — for GEC? -

labour — 14,000 workers in 8 To fight back, GEC workers

forces of the revolutionary party of
these countries will spring up by
differentiation or disintegration of
these organisations.”’

Does Hallas actuatly think (even in
these brave new days of the 12 page
Socialist Worker...) that there can be a
complete by-passing of the existing
organisations of the working class in
the building of a revolutionary party, or
that it is not reasonable to suppose that

factories. GEC Stoke is the big- Should demand: |
gest of these factories, with 1. No sackings
8,000 workers. - ~ 2. No loss of pay or status
Four weeks ago 1,000 redun- with redeployment. o
dancies were announced at 3. Every worker leaving vol-. 5
Stoke, 750 manual workers and  untarily to be replaced from . ¢
250 clerical workers. outside. RS B T
Management say that only ‘The management’s action in* -
150 workers will be actually GEC Stoke is typical of their - -

sacked, others will be redeploy- Dpolicy elsewhere in this group.

Don’t depend on the chance

meeting --

subscrioe!

ferment within them and splits and dis- |
integration will be a part zf the process? ed within the Company and nat- They sit in London and plan
inally, lest Hallas and his ilk ural wastage will take care of which factory’s workers to '~ 7
think that only the ‘‘Pabloites’’ thought the rest. isolate next. | M SR
a third world war was imminent, let me They blame a fall off in A strong GEC combine shop -** = -~

orders for transmission division stewards committee is absolute-

quote from a *Socialist Review Youth
— they make the telephone ex- ly essential to link strugglesin- . '~

Supplement’’ of the same period:

Please send WORKERS’ FIGHT for

“‘The world today is divided by | change switching equipment. all areas, 3 R
i‘,“dlargf mtobw;;rg st.t.’mpglahjtl 1 6 months / 12 months They have not revealed details It is no use thinking that the
st?;:ﬁ:nac“s{,of ma“; rﬁ:‘ﬁﬁiteri;}&. d | enclose 75p. / £1.50 of the fall-off, but it is known  chop will come once only and =~
ant of t.heyé oal and steel production that the multi-million po!md then will go away. When Britain - -
figures of these countries but ofone § =~ "~ """ttt orders from the Post Office are  enters the Common Marketand =~ ="
thing you can be certain. Both power § Address R IR longer forthcoming, and that GEC competes with Siemens ard -~
blocs threaten world peace, and war §  ~ ~~° 77777 production in this area this year Philips, shake-outs and clos-
between them is inevitable.”> | is to be cut by a quarter. ures will get worse, not better. - -

""""" Clearly this is part of Wein- ~ European combines will have:

How, then, does this fit in now with
the picture of IS being right all the time & . . . . . . . . .. . ... .. . ..., .
and everyone else wrong? Perhaps |
readers will now understand why only
““some documents’’ were republished,
and others left to moulder in the
archives.

stock’s shake-out and stream- g pe puilt if electrical workers

hnekpohcyo Wages savetlidon 150 are not to be smashed by their

workers over a year cou | 1 _ ot alone Links

amount to £}4 million extra profit gg&gg?;if o and Colchester
Redeployment could mean . TP VR Q.s;:ﬁ“ﬁ?”

workers moved to lower grade SRR - Dave Spénc"'ei'-*f'“ i

Send to: Business manager, 98
Gitford Street, London N.{]




Book Review:

~ The Smell of
~ Human Flesh

“THEY CAME IN THE MORNING"’
Republican Publications. |5p.

Seamu's O’Tuathail.

ONE OF THE MYTHS most consist
ently flogged by the Press is that
of ‘‘Rritish standards of justice, "’
At a time when the nature of imper-
lalism is being seen ever more
clearly on a world scale, Britain’s
image remains to most of her citi-
zens relatively untarnished.

We believe that Hitler and his
fascists committed inhuman out-
rages in Germany; we believe that
the Americans are guilty of atrocit-
1es in South East Asia; we believe
that the French tortured the freedan
fighters in Algeria: but the British—
no, their sense of fair play is too
strong. Their honour as officers
and Gentlemen prevents them from
behaving like their foreign counter-

ne fact that time and again
allegations of brutal ity and torture
by Her Majesty’s Forces have seep-
ed through the facade, has not
yet dented this overall Image. But
this was all in Aden, in Kenya, in
Cyprus, where the people involved
were far away and could easily be
represented’ as “‘savages’’,

Now, once again, such allegat-
ions are being made, coming this
time from only a few miles away,
from the mouths of ordinary English
speaking workers not very different
from those to be found in Liverpool,
in Manchester, in Birmingham.

THEY CAME IN THE MORNING
1s essentially an account of the
methods employed by the Rritish
forces in the enforcement of ““law
and order’’, It tells of the treatment
of the men seized by the troops
when intemment was introduced,
and in the following weeks,

It rejects the conclusions of the
Compton Inquiry (set up by the
Tories to whitewash Internment)
and attempts to set out what really
happened. Most of the booklet is
devoted to accounts taken from the
i?temees themselves, and substan-

ated by doctors, lawyers and
clergy.

All the men who were seized on
the night of August 9th suffered
from starvation, from bags being
- kept over their heads, from being
forced to run in their bare feet over
stones and broken glass, and from
being kicked, beaten and threatersd.

ELECTRIC TORTURE

- Some were treated even worse.,
For instance, Michael Mallon was

taken from his home on the night of
October 1st. His account continues;

““He walked me over to another big,
bare room and left me in the charge
of two uniformed R UC men. One of
these went out and came back in
and grabbed me from behind by the
fwo arms. | had only a jersey and
rousers on me as | dressed hurried
Iy when the mi litary came.,

~ "The other RUC man lifted two
wires off the floor with what ap-
peared to be two black caps on
them and taped them on each side

compiled by

of my chest with sticking plaster,
Then the other RUC man let go my
IWo arms. Nothing had been saiqg
to me by this time.

“The RUC man that had heen
holding my arms flicked a light
switch on the wal/ up and down a
few times. | felt severe electric
shocks and my whole body was con-
vulsed, | jumped up and down and
the wires came off and fell down on
the floor. My body was disjointed
and a nervous twitch set in, ! coutd
not think straight and was all con-
fused. I was also terrified.*

After further maltreatment this
man was released, as clearly there
was not a shred of evidence to

associate him with the IRA. Not
that that matters. It only serves to
1llustrate that in their orgy of op-
pression the Rritish Army are in-
discriminate in their cholce of vict-
ims.

For they are threatened by a
section of the whole population,
and therefore the whole Catholic
population is the enemy.

OPPRESSION

This is the recurring pattern
where imperialism, whether it be
American, French or British, is
threatened by the mass upsurge of
the people it oppresses. The sevae
contradictions within the capitalist
system are far more acute where it
has extended its grasp over whole
nations, and squeezes them of their
lifeblood.

There, in the neo-gplonies, the
robbery of the people is so comp-
lete that capitalism cannot pretend
to be benevolent. Massive unemp-
loyment, low wages for the employ-
ed, bad housing — if any — force
the masses of the people to rise up
in rebellion. Because of the wide-
spread and determined nature of
this rebellion, normal capitalist
methods of enforcing ‘“law and
order’* are not enough.

The whole population must be
terrorised, whatever rights it had
must be taken away, in an attempt
to maintain their exploitation. That
1s why imperialism, as this booklet
says ‘“leaves the smell of human
flesh behind it wherever it goes.?’

AND IN BRITAIN...

But we must not make the mjs-
take of thinking that capitalism is
basically different in Britain itself,
SO far the high level of industrial-
1sation and technology in Britain
has meant that normal bourgeois
law can be maintained. In simple
terms, while the profit comes roling
in, the forces of the state will be

happy and friendly.
But when this profit falls off, as

1S beginning to happen, and when
the working class refuses to accept
unemployment and cuts in stand-
ards, then we can expect the everts
described in this booklet to be re-
lived in the cities of Britain.

C.C

& S0 D TR BE G,

| then it is RIGHT s seople should

TORY MURDER IN DERRY —
“But you don’t call 1t murder
hen our lads get Killed.””

There’s a war on in ireland. On
one Side js the Irish Republican
Army, popular militias fighting for
a chance for jreland o develop, in-
dependent from the ex tortion and
domination of British Fuije

On the other side is the British
Army. Are they Tighting o defend
you and your home and ¢ 'ghts? Do
You gain anything from their pres
ence their? No. The working peoplke
pay them ¢£111% mililon {45t year)
to fight in irefand so that English
bosses can keep the profits coming
in, and Propwup the present set-up
of police state, discriminarion pov-
erty and unemplovment.

The British Army IS there to
Support the oppressors of the work-
ing people of the North; the IRA js
defending the oppressed against
them. If you think it Wrong that

|English or any other canitalists

organise themselves 1o resist this.

“But still, our lgds are getting
| kKilled.’?

T he British: 4 Syoaie Your fads
as long as tihcy ure our relatives or

friends or neighburs. # .. when

they are conned ini, friivvicegT whe

Army, then the oreicre = - Ly arp
!

not ours, the interssi. ., - Segy e
are not ours - thiey are e o
We can’t side wiih the ST NIRRT
ing down Irish WOIRIngG o e sy
more than we Car ~ivia woi i
attacking pickets.

““The troops m: A
thing they have ... . .4

can’t expect them juzt o o
nothing when they’re fired at.”’

Quite true. But they do not just
shoot people out of self-defence —

Wri¢

if they did, their best defence
would be to get oyt altogether,

T he people who AR E defending
themselves are the people of the
Falls, Ardoyne, Bogside and the
other Catholic areas. Without the
[.R.A. they would be quite defence-
less against the froops, who bust
up people’s houses and drag the
men away for torture and unlimited
Imprisonment.

50 you would do better to ask:
“?Can you expect the Republicans
to take all that and not fight back’’

And fighting back against the
British gunmen with Stones and
bottles js pretty silly. T he Repup-
licans have in fact been forced to
fight guns with guns.

“‘But the troops are there to
keep peace between Protestants
and Catholics.*’

T he Protestant workers have a
few privileges, it is true, and some
of them are prepared to fight if they
feel these are threatened. But this
oo is the fault of British imperial-
ism, who set up the Orange state to
defend their interests, and tried to
buy off the Protestants. Down the
centuries it has been Britain’s
deliberate aim to create and foster
divisions in Ireland. Now they
preterndd to be the ‘peacemakers?,
Eut they are not rcuicsl, They are
Giiunz the divicions thev have creat-
Cd as an excuse to seiw in troops
Lo orick down on those who now

L R
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Vil the TRA are just terrorists?’’,
vaat v Ly mean by ‘‘terrorists’’?
fout, i ik A use bombs and snip-
ers. But if they had 15,000 trained
men, and tanks and machine guns
(and perhaps an internment camp or

two) they wouldn’t need to. T hey
have to use any methods they can.
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Excerpts from a statement taken in Armagh Jaii from George
Burt of Belfast. The statement, taken by a2 priest, is among
- a number made by people detained by the British Army in
Seaas ' Northern Ireland, and collected by the Association for Legal
Justice. |
““I WAS ARRESTED in the early
e hours of Sunday morning in the be-

ginning of December 1971. .. | was
brought to the Royal Vicioria Hos-

...........
...............
......

S e e e e

of whispering. Then they really got
stuck into me, went crazy with the
Stirlings on my legs. One brought
the butt of his rifie down on my ribs.

i
(Wt "
------

------
S

urder

pital because of gunshot wounds i
the back and head. .. | was put into

| a private ward.

There were about six sﬁ?d%ém,
four in the ward and two outside.
They started squealing at me — *

| threw my arms around my ribs
and ankles and knees to prevent
them. They lashed away. .. One of
iy arms got slitched from that beat-
ing. They took me away in a saracen
red cross car to Hollywood. By that

‘Shoot me! Shoot me!’ Three of them
with Stirlings immediately took the
magazines out of the Stirlings and
beat me on the shin — when | was in
the hospital bed with the drip on my
arm. _

When | tried to siop them the rest
took their magazines out and beat
me around the shin. The others did
the other leg. When | grabbed hold
of one of the Stirlings, one with 2
sniping rifle came in now and again
and he brought it down on the side

= Sir Harry Tuzo - of my face. There is a scar still

 troubleshooter there about my left eye.
for This went on for an hour

: they cooied off.
 WEStegs ey They kicked me when | itried to
t fall asleep and then | got sick.
| When | put my head over the side to
vomit one of them put his boot up
-and kicked me under the right ear.
When they got tired they looked

time | was quaking, just a bundle of
nerves. They had to lift me out in a
streicher. ..

After a lot of hours I tried to get
some sleep but got none. Policemen
banged chairs and plates shouting
‘keep awake you rats’: there were
other prisoners there. | was taken
into another wooden hut, partitioned
off for interrogatici. There were
three interrogating me the first time.
.. One said: ‘someone here wants
you,” A man caiie in with side hol-
Ster, pistoil hanginc cut of it. He hit

me with the pistol on the shin wher
T hen most of the damage was done. |
screamed with pain.

They took a verbal statement
from me — you did this, you did thai
and so on. | said Yes, | did, every
time. | said anything as a matter of
fact as long as they left my shins
alone.

4 Lieutenant
sa e Ceneral

n our lads get killed~

i

l

' ‘Sun’:

Because they are fighting for a just
cause, they have a right to use any
weapons they can against the opp-
ressors.

Anyway, their activities are dis-
torted by the British press, which
naturally supports the present
system.

T ake two examples, from
Eamonn McCann’s pamphlet */T he
British Press and Northern Ireland’’
On May 9th 1971 the mother of John
McKeague, a militant Protestant
bigot, was killed by a petrol bomb.
The RUC issued a statement saying

 that they did not believe the incid-

ent to have ‘‘any sectarian signif-
icance’’. In the Northern Ire land

context this meant clearly that they
did not believe the IRA was respon-
Sible. John McKeague’s *“Loyalist
News’’ claimed that the killers
were known, and were not members
of the IRA — je were from a rival
Orange group.

Yet the “’Daily Telegraph’’ non-
theless carried a froni page head-
line “MOTHER DIES IN IR A
BOMB FIRE.*”

Another example. On 3rd. Septenr

ber 1971 someone took a shot at a
British army patrol in Belfast. The
bullet missed, ricocheted off a
wall and killed 17-month old Angela
Gallagher.

On 6th. September Annette
McGavigan, 14 years old, was killal

. by a British army bullet, aimed,

according to the Army, at a sniper.
T he headlines reporting the iwo
deaths were significantly different

- In tone.,

On 4th September -
““BABY GIRL SHOT DEAD
BY I.R.A.”’

“‘Mirror’: **THE BABY-KILLERS"*

“I.R.A. GUNMAN KILLS
BABY ’’

‘Mai l’:

“Express’:“I.R.A. IN STREET

TERROR: BABY SHOT
DE AD”’

On 7th September —

‘Sun’: ‘“CIRL, 14, DIES IN
CUN BATTLE
‘Mail’:  **GIRL SHOT DEAD IN
GUN BATTLE*
‘Mirror’: ‘GIRL, 14, DIES IN GUN-

FIGHT’*
‘Express’:“GIRL OF 14 KILLE D IN
DERRY CROSSFIRE

““Perhaps you're riamt, we shoud
get the troops out and let the
Irish fight it out among them-
selves.”’ '

Certainly we should get the
troops out. But that is not enough.
If we oppose the Tory government
on the miners’ strike, we must rec-
ognise that they serve the same in-
terests in their attitude to Ireland.

There are two sides — the To fes,
their Army, police, press

and the people they oppress,

im:!uding the workers in Britain and

the Irish people, on the other.

Ireland is a separate nation from
Britain, with a separate history and
a separate culture. T he majority of
the Irish people have always resist-
ed the imposition of British rule.
The present fighting is one battle in
a long war. _

If we do not support the Tories,
then we must recognise that they
have NO RIGHT AT ALL in Ireland,

and we must support unconditionally §

those who are trying to get them
out, and recognise their right to do
it any way they choose: including
pursuing the British Army onto its
own home ground, whether this be
Aldershot or anywhere else,

As long as British workers can

be conned into supporting our own
bosses in their exploitation of

about and found a syringe, started
sticking needles up my legs and
feet. .. -

After a while they started kick-
ing me on the legs from the bottom
and the top of the bed.

A soldier came in and did a bit
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Ireland, we’ll never be able to fight ...'j"

them properly ourselves.
That is why British workers must!

stand clearly for the victory of the Fi#

Irish Republican Army.
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They brought me back to the

cubicles where most of the men wep.

| could hardly walk. Someone shout-
ed to the rest of them there: ‘Look
around. This is what you’ll get if
you don’t talk.’

Some looked arcund. Some didrm’t?
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’Ihi§ Tory Government has once again demonsted"thaﬁ 1ts politics are
motivated solely by the need of the capitalist class to make profits.

This is what lies behind the recent attempted settlement with the
Smith white-supremacist regime in Rhodesia.

The Tories’ primary concern is to rescue an ailing British economy.
Declining profit rates and a shrinking share of world markets in the face

of competition from less sick capitalist rivals have forced the Tories to
cut their losses and do a deal with Smith.

The settlement means that they give recognition to the Smith regime

and call off the farce of sanctions, which were damaging the British
bosses’ most treasured possessions, their moneybags and bank vaults.

The only effect sanctions had was to deprive British industry of
cheap sources of raw materials and of Rhodesian export markets. Mean-
while, other capitalist countries took full advantage of the situation and
carried on trade with Rhodesia, via the backdoor, using South Africa as
an intermediary.

Among British companies which stand to gain from a settlement are:
British Leyland (around £19 million in export orders), Imperial Tobacco
and B.A.T. (The two largest tobacco monopolies which stand to gain
between them around £16'% million, Rhodesian tobacco being cheaper
than the American tobacco they were forced by sanctions to buy). BAC
will make £4.5 million from the sale of three BAC 111 aircraft. Turner
and Newall (who own the asbestos mines at Shabani) stand to increase
their profits by about £3 million annually.

The fury of the Zimbabwe (Rhodesian) people, which erupted as a
result of the proposed settlement, was sparked off during a demonstrat-
ion of 3,000 miners from the Shabani mines on January 11th. They were
on strike for the reinstatement of sacked workers and for a pay rise.
Police opened fire on the demonstration, killing at least seven workers
and imposed a curfew after the demonstration had developed into a riot.

The workers expressed their hostility to the settlement by taking up
unanimously the simple slogan ‘“NO’’, and emphasising it by burning
beer halls, municipal buildings and stoning and burning any cars (all
cars are white owned) that got in the way.

The spark at Shabani turned into a flame in the next week as

Africans in town after town took to the streets expressing their contempt

for the regime, for what they saw as a sell-out a“'hby Rritain and for the

Pearce commission. |

Gatoona, Salisbury, Umtali, Que Que and Fort Victaria saw mass
demonsftrations by angry Africans. .

The white racist hounds responded by baying for blood, and met

the demonstrations with all the savagery and brutality they could muster,

using armowred cars, machine guns, dogs and helicopters to quash the
resistance of the Africans. The police admit to having killed 14 peqple
and there is no doubt that the real figures are much greater. Even mild

critics of the regime, the Todds, who in England would be considered to

the right of the Liberal Party, have been imprisoned without trial.
The Pearce Commission, which was sent out to Rhodesia to do a

gloss-up job on the settlement, has now really got its work cut out in the
face of mass hostility from the Africans and the embarassment of a white

backlash.

It is significant that the largely spontaneous demonstrations were
in the main led by workers, with the trade unions, 100,000 strong, in the
forefront.

The upsurge of the African workers has cleared away forever the
myth of Smith’s ‘‘happiest Africans in the world.”’ The African workers
have stood up and said: ‘‘Enough!’’

This first upsurge will lead the Zimbabwe workers along the road to

the smashing of Smith and the white colonial ruling class. Their regime
is a regime of violence and suppression. It can only be combatted and
defeated by the organised counter-violence of the African workers.
The whites are not just a racial group, they constitute at the same
time the ruling capitalist class. For the black people to end their racial

oppression, they will have to overthrow this capitalist class.

The struggle for African liberation is inconceivable outside of the
mobilisation of the African workers on a revolutionary socialist progra

That is why movements such as ZANU and ZAPU which are not
explicitly socialist, which want to establish African rule and yet not do
away with the capitalist system, can offer no road forward for the
Zimbabwe workers and farmers.

British workers must support the fight of all those sections and

organisations of the Zimbabwe people who fight to clear out Smith. In so

doing they are weakening the British Leylands and the Turner and

Newalls who we have to fight in Britain.
Ken Stratford

‘ BOSSES ADMIT DEFEAT

Nobody in the Government is pretending that the miners’ strike 1s
ending in anything but a crushing defeat — with a court of inquiry
that ministers had never intended and a settlement that they can

hardly bear to contemplate.

* *

(The Economist, Feb 19, 1972)

*

Most important is that the authority of government has been dam
aged and that at best the damage will not be repaired quickly.

(Finoncial Times, Feb 21st 1972) N

*

...if a cooling-off period were ordered, would the miners obey?
Mr. Carr may not want to put idly to the test his long-held belief

that the British actually are a law-
* *

abiding people. (Economist)

.*

And the mere threat, w.ith"ofdt a harsh word spoken, of miners

assembling in their thousands has

been enough, in the past two

weeks, to frighten Ipcgglﬁ_-bolice.forces into closing whatever plants
and depots the pickéts wanted. (Economist)

¥* *

THIS IS CERTAINLY NOT HOW MINISTERS INTENDED TH

STRIKE TO END. (Economist)

“WHEN THE WORKING PEOPLE
OF THIS COUNTRY UNITE, THEY
CAN ACHIEVE ANYTHING.”’

~ Arthur Scargili, speaking after
the gates of Saltley had clanged
shut, was indulging in no empty
rhetoric. .

The ‘7% Government’’ had ex-
pected to sit it out against the
miners as they had with the post
office workers, waiting as tne
momentum and morale dwindled
week by hungry week.

Instead, nourished by countless
separate small acts of solidarity,
the strike gathered weight and
momentum. Blacking spread from
oal to alternative fuels, scab
shi ps sailed away without a chance
of unloading, even local councils
hipped in with solid material aid.

And at Saltiey the gathered
strength went on display, showing
this arrogant Government that it
dared not stick to its ‘“fortified
position’’ lest it and its class be
engulfed.

For a week the miners had
struggled with police in an attempt
to stop coke leaving the depot,
with its stocks of 100,000 tons.
Day by day the pickets were swel-
led as contingenis poured in, until
close on 1,000 were mustered.

But the 5,000 reinforcements

promised by the NUM never mater-

ialised. A train bringing down 700

SALTLEY - The turn of the tide

*

)

Scottish miners was cancelled by
the NUM.

And the police, determined to
keep the depot open, drafted in
enormous forces, engaged in con-
stant provocation of the pickets,
and arrested 90 of them.

But then the workers of
Birmingham took up the struggle.
Despite their completely different
working conditions, recent history
and traditions, they saw clearly
that the miners’ fight was their
fight too.

So 40,000 motor and engineering
workers struck in support of the
pickets. In a magnificent show of
solidarity, 5,000 marched to join
the picket. — and the gates were
shut.

On the following day it was
announced that the depot would
remain closed while the miners’
strike lasted. — a decision un-
doubtedly influenced by the engin-
eers’ threat of further strikes if the
gates re-opened. '

Up and down the country, as
employers began to schedule ‘powe
cut’ lock-outs, the reverberating
example of Saltley made it probable
that many of these locked-out worle
ers would join the miners’ pickets.
There was no telling where it might
all end...

And up at Westminster, the
Government turned &:d ran.



EVERYONE KNOWS the miners’
victory in smashing through the
Government’s 7% ceiling was due
neither to the reasonableness of
Wwilberforce nor the obvious justice
of their case. Justice must be armed
armed. The miners won a power

confrontation.

The reasons for this victory
should be understood by all work-
ers, and the experience assimilated
to be used in future battles.

Here were not two armies, each
with a given number of men and
weapons, testing their strength.

On the one side indeed are the
employers and the Government with
their police and their press lined

up

But on the other side stand not
only the miners, but the whole work
ing class — confused, divided,
unmobilised, but potentially such
an irresistable force that if it were
all brought into play, the notion of
a trial of strength would itself be
comical.

It is always so, not a clash of
given forces, but for the workers a
test of the capacity to mohilise.
The tactics used by the miners
showed the possibilities inherent
in decisive action by workers.

A case where it was used to the
full was the response to the attempt
by the Tsarist General Kornilov to
overthrow the Russian Revolution

in August 1917.
HUMAN LINKS
Trotsky described it like this:

‘““The conspiracy was conducted
by those circles who were not
accustomed to know how to do
anything without the lower ranks,
without labour forces, without
cannon fodder, without orderlies,
servants, clerks, chauffeurs, mes-
sengers, cooks, laundresses,
switchmen, telegraphers, stable-
men, cab drivers.

““But all these little human
bolts and links, unnoticeable,
innumerable, necessary, were for
the soviets and against Kornilov.
The revolution was omnipresent..
There immediately appeared
queues of people eager to join the
ranks of the red guard. .. the un-
armed workers formed companies
for trench digging, sheet metal
fortification, barbed wire fencing..
The railroad workers tore up and
barricaded the tracks. .. The rail-
road workers’ union armed its
members and sent them along the

lines...

‘“The rebel general had stamp-
ed his foot, and legions rose from
the ground — but they were the
legions of the enemy.

‘“The railroad workers in those
days did their duty. In a myster-
ious way echelons would find
themselves moving on the wrong
roads. Regiments would arrive in
the wrong division, artillery would
be sent up a blind alley, staff
would get out of communication
with their units.

‘““The Telegraphers held up
the orders of Kornilov. Informat-
ion unfavourable to the Kornilov-
ists was immediately multiplied,

distributed, pasted up, passed
from mouth to mouth. The machin-

ists, the switchmen, the oilers,
became agitators.”’
The military uprising was def-
eated — without a shot being fired.

MASS PICKETS

When the miners’ strike started,
no-one could have assessed the
forces and predicted the outcome.
Heath was not alone in this. Many
feared the miners would be isolated
and smashed even if not sold out.
It was this fear among the miners
themselves which had for so many
years prevented strike action.

Mining, after all, everyone knew,
was a ‘declining industry’ with
declining power. Everyone remem-
bered too, how in 1926, before oil
and natural gas had made their in-
roads, a nine months strike to the
bitter end had gone down to defeat
and had only a minimal impact on
the economy. The gross national
product in 1926 had been the same
as in 1925. Massive fuel imports
had nullified the miners’ action —
fuel imports in 1926 were more than
double those in 1925.

But tactics in a class struggle
are not just the best use of avail-

o o — — —— —

able resources, but the tapping of
the unlimited potential of the class.
It was the mass pickets on the
power stations which broke the
Government defences — and its
nerve. Might not mass picketing of
the ports in 1926 have achieved, by
drawing in the dockers, what mass
picketing of power stations has
achieved in 1972 by drawing on the
solidarity of lomry drivers and pover
workers ?

The formal union organisation
repeatedly rats on active solidarity
— as in 1926 when the TUC called
off the General Strike, and as when
the power workers’ overtime ban
was called off hy the EPTU lead-
ers.
But mass picketing is a direct
appeal over the heads of the bur-
eaucracy to the rank and file, and
the victory it has achieved has
proved its power. |

The initiative for this action
came from the Yorkshire miners —
an area not recently noted for its
militancy. In fact it has often been
the case in history that inexper-

by Connie Lever

ienced sections, newly drawn into
struggle, have proved the most mil-

itant and inventive, the least setin

u'aditiOnal forms of conflict. -
TIDAL WAVE OF STRIKES

It was for example at first the
struggles for union recognition by
the previously unorganised which
swept millions in America in the
1930s into a tidal wave of strikes
such as that country has not seen.
before or since, evolving as they
went ever more daring tactics.

Paving the way came the Toledo
Auto Lite strike of 1934, the first
successful action of the auto work-
ers. Despite court injunctions the
Unemployed League brought its
members onto the mass picket lines
where 10,000 fought a six day
pitched battle with armed police
and National Guard, and routed
them, besieged the scabs in the
factory for 15 hours and then shut
it down. -

- ‘This was the first victory of the
many to come. - _

While this struggle was reaching

jts climax another was being wagal
" hy the lorry drive_érs and warehouse-

-

men of Minneapolis, til then a not-
oriously non union town.

A large garage was the striie
headquarters, from which flying
squads of pickets were despatched

by trucks and cars to wherever

needed. The city was isolated from

~all truck traffic in or out by mass

pickets.

. Gun attacks on pickets around
the market square brought other
workers out on strike, and many un-
organised workers stayed off work
to join the pickets. Pitched battles
in which workers were killed and
injured did not stop them, nor did
large scale amrests of their leaders.

This strike too was won.
In San Francisco at this time
the police shot two docker pickets

- dead and injured over 100. The

response was a local general strile
on 125,000 workers which para-
lysed the city. .

. These cities showed how work-
ers could fight andwin. They gave
heart and hope to labour everywhee
for the climactic struggle that was
to build the CIO. |

NEW TACTICS NOW

In the postwar period, with ex-
nanding production and manpower
shortage, tactics which involved
massive confrontations and extens-
ions of the struggle seemed unnes-
sary. Victories could be won in the
individual factory or even the in-

“dividual shop, often by short act-

ions or by the mere threat of them

by small numbers of key men.

But capitalism could afford it
then. Now these victories have to
be fought for. Since 1968 we have
seen the revival in France and
Italy of the sit in strikes so wide-
spread in the 20s and 30s, and the
beginning of their extension to
Pritain. |

Now we have the adoption here
too of the massive mobile pickets
which won such tremendous victor-
ies in America in the 1930s.

Their potential is enormous —
preventing the use and movement of

stockpiles of materials and of fin-
ished products could be a powerful

force in many disputes. Again,
could cross-picketing for example,
perhaps bring about a unified strike

of London’s buses and trains — a
mirage ever sought and never yet
attained?

These tactics bring in a whole
series of political questions — they
involve a challenge to managements
right to remain in control of ‘its
own’ property — its buildings and
stockpiles.

They take the challenge beyond
local confrontations, challenging
wider sections of the employers ard
drawing on the solidarity ot wider
sections of the working class, This
brings on a confrontation with the
state, bringing in the whole quest-
ion of who runs society.

Yet it has always been the case
that in most periods of even limited
demands for wages and reforms can
only be effectively waged Dy tac-
tics whose potential 1s revolution=
ary if their logic is carried out,

In the coming wage battles, the
implications of mass pickets, sit-1n
strikes and so on must be under-
stood. WE own society, and WE
can run it, if we drive out the
Tories and the system they
represent.

—



FRANCE THE FRUITS

OF OFFICE

The French tax system has be-

come a major scandal. The satyr

ical paper Le Canard Enchaine
revealed that the Prime Minister
had paid no taxes for years on
his large income and property.
The personal attack escalat-
ed when he defended himself on
television, proving all was
legal, and therefore leading
millions to the obvious conclus-
ion that the whole taxation law

favours the rich and the propert-

ied. A new system is proposed

— which is even more weighted

than before in favour of the
wealthy.

This comes after a series of
major financial scandals which
associated Deputies and
Ministers of the governing UDR
party with fraudulent building
societies.

Other cases have come to
light where big fines on major
companies guilty of massive
illegal tax evasions have been
drastically reduced after minist-
ers interceded with the tax
inspectorate.

Meanwhile, small shopkeepes

are in prison for minor tax
infractions.

As in the days of the Profunp

case here in 1963, the integrity
of the government is quite dis-
credited.

Yet the working class is
aware of being in an impasse,
and its increasing frustration
has not yet found a way out.

Unemployment has reached %
million and is rising steadily —
in a country where a 48 hour
week is the norm and miserable
wages can’t cope with rising
prices.

Since 1968 many methods of
struggle have been tried, mass
demonstrations (including those

against rising underground fares)
and sit-in strikes, often explicit

ly against the wishes of the
unions’ Communist leaderships.
Though not defeated they

have proved too inadequate and .

fragmented to shift the govern-
ment and employers from their
entrenched positions. Their
momentum has for the moment
run out. |
The CP and its union, the
CGT, have been largely respon-
sible for this, by watering down

the demands thrown up by the
rank and file, especially those
which have challenged existing

wage structures and differentiak,

and by assuring that strikes
remain isolated. S

But the lid cannot remam
clamped on the pot much longer

E | ) |
1
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The growing mood of discontent
coincides with the stagnatlon of
the French economy. |

The 1973 general election
will give some opportunity to
express this. Most workers are
determined to return a govern

ment which will guarantee their

current demands.

But as with the Labour Pa.rty
in 1964, the possible candidate
has not much of an alternative
to offer. The policies of the
Communist Party seem likely to
lead again into the same blind

alley of some empty reforms and

class collaboration as before.

Their electoral programme is
even, at this early stage, al-
ready ambiguous on the return
to a 49 hour week to combat un-
employment.

Typically, this is promised
not ‘‘at once’’, but ... ‘‘in due
course’’! C.L.

BANGLADESH
MUKTI BAHIN! DISARMED

AS BIHARIS CONTINUE
THE KILLING

The desire of the Mukti Bahini
(Liberation Forces) rank and
file to eliminate the threat of
armed Bihari terror is more than
a simple thirst for revenge.
Even during the last days of

the Pakistani occupation, the

Bihari¥ armed by Yahya’'s troops, '.T

demonstrated a relentless deter-
mination to inflict massive cas-
ualties on the Bengali people.
While the relatively few in-
stances of revenge killings by
Bengalis have been splashed

over the front pages of the West-
ern press, the role of the collab-

orators in the March-December

murders has generally been rel- o

egated to the inside pages. -

The end of the “‘time of the‘x..'\f.'\

gueriila’’ in Bangladesh has
been punctuated by a series of
macabre developments: that had |

been pfedicted by the Mukti 33.. :

Bahini rank and file.
Elements who supported the
Pakistani regime, unimpressed

by the Awami League’s prestlge, |
~ have refused to disarm them~ 7%
 8elves. On January 29, while .~

Bengali guerlllas were en route
to Dagca to give Rahman their
arms, bands of Biharis (non-:
Bengalis. who collaborated with

Yahya's occupation army) open--

ed fire on Bengali refugees

returning to their homos on the

outskirts of Dacca.: '
- In two Bihari-dominated

neighbourhoods, Mohammedpur

and Mirpur, fighting raged for
three days. Despite the Western
bourgeoisie’s hypocritical con-
cern for the well-being of:the
accomphces 1n Pakl‘stan"s gen-

.'.;

ocide, initial reports indicated
that the Bengalis suffered con-
siderably higher casualties than
the Biharis. |

At first the Bangladesh gov-
ernment refused to reveal how
many Bengalis had been killed -
“‘apparently to avoid inflaming
the Bengali population’’ accord-

ing to the New York Times.

But on February 2nd a spoke-
sman for the Bengali armed for-
ces said that 100 ‘‘or maybe
more’’ soldiers had been killed.
He did not report the number of
civilian dead.

- The same spokesman charged
that some of the ‘‘Biharis’’
shooting at the Bengalis were
in fact Pakistani soldiers who

- had kept their arms, changed

into civilian clothes, and van-
ished into Bihari neighbourhood&
after the Pakistani surrender on
December 16th.

Rahman refused to allow the

Mukti Bahini to deal with the
situation. ‘‘In the latest viol-

ence in Dacca’s two Bihari
neighbourhoods’’, wrote Sydney

e

Schanberg in the February 2
New York Times, ‘‘...the Ben-
gali guerillas were heavily in-
volved in the initial stages.
But Sheik Mujib quickly ordered
them out and turned over the
collecting of arms to the Ben-
gali police and the East Bengal
Regiment...”’

Mohammedpur and Mirpur
have been placed under 24-hour
curfew. But as of the second
week of February, the Riharis
have yet to be disarmed.

In other parts of the country,
similar situations persist.

Rahman, qualified bourgeols
prime minister that he is, has
shown considerably more con-
cern for the disarming of the
revolutionists than the quashing
of the counter revolution.

Rahman’s aim is to show the
Western powers, towards which
h= has politically oriented the
regime, that his government can
be relied upon to destroy the
Bengali revolution and re-
establish firm capitalist rule in

Bangla,desh
trom Intercontmental Press

........

PAKISTAN'S LEGACY AND THE MURDERING
COLLABORATORS ARE STILL AT LARGE
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After Derry -

One of the many spontaneous workers’ demonstrations after the Derry murders.
T he following day, a massive trade union demonstration burnt the British Embassy

The workers move in the South

-

THE SHOOTINGS IN DERRY have

radically transformed the situation
in the South of Ireland. From an

attitude of passive sympathy, the - .«

whole population moved into a pos-
ition of solidarity with the Catholic
people of the North, and of opposit-
ion to Rritish imperialism.

Before the Derry murders both
wings of Sinn Fein, the political
parties of the two IRAs, failed si1g~
nificantly to whip up any mass sup-
port for the struggle in the North.
This contrasted unfavourably even
with the 56 bombing campalgn,
when thousands of unemployed..
young workers threw themselves
against Rritish imperialism,

There were.many reasons for
this. In 1956 the working class was
weak and demoralised by massive
unemployment and emigration. Con-
sequently individuals vented their
frustration in isolated anti-imperiak
ist acti ons. But the 60s saw the
increase and strengthening of the
working class, arising from econony
ic expansion. The-industrial record
of the Irish workers became the
most militant in Europe.

On the one hand their apathy
with regard to the North showed
a certain political backwardness:
they failed to see how the struggle
related to their interests. =

Rut on the other it showed a
healthy reluctance to be drawn
away from their own immediate
struggles into nationalism, which
had so often in the past proved a
blind alley of defeat and demoralis-
ation.

GENERAL STRIKE

Consequently it-is both signific-
ant and to be expected that when
the true face of Rritish imperialism
was brutally unmasked in Derry on
January 30th it was the trade union
movement and not the Republican
movement which mobilised the
workers against British Imperialism

Lt

It was the trade union march
which burned down the British Em-
bassy — they were the only people
with the strength to protect those
who actually threw the bombs.

On Tuesday February 1st a
ceneral strike took place throughout
the whole country. It was called &
“national day of mourning’’, but
this is the usual technique of the
Government to try and disguise the
class nature of the question.{Th
same thing happesed in 1947, when
De Valera was forced to cail a
“national day of mourning’’ in
order to forestall a general strike,
with all its implications.)

On Wednesday 2nd. the whole
country was convulsed by spontan-
eous stoppages, when workers
downed tools and marched.

The reaction to this by all the
political parties has been, under-
standably, one of terror. The pacif-
ist collaborationist policies of mod
of Fianna Fail, Fine Gael and the
Labour Party have been utterly dis-
credited. On the other hand, the
‘Republicans’ within both Fianna
Fail and the Labour Party are
afraid of the social implications o
the upsurge, and are reduced to
empty phrasemongering. No-one
wants to be in power at the morieiit

knowing that they are faced with a
mass mobilisation of the working
class.

If all this took place in a vac-
uum it might be possible to defuse
the situation on a pseudo-Repubiice
an basis, confining it to gestures
and empty talk. But, sadly for the
ruling class, this is not the case.

Refore the events in Derry the
Government had quite enough on
its hands. The economic situation
had been deteriorating for some
time. Unemployment was rising
steadily. What was in effect a wage
freeze had been instituted.

Most important, these measures
were not being met with passivity

on the part of the working class.
Even the Union leaders were forced
to make militant noises about un-
employment.

These first months of 1972 are
when the ‘““wage agreement’’ 1=
really beginning to bite. But the
maintenance men, the most in:
fluential section of the working
class, have put in for a big increa
and a 35 kour working week, Two
vears ago their strike brought the
country to a standstill.

To add to the Governmental
nightmare, the EEC referendum
(demanded by the Constitution) 1s
only three months away, and the
I.C.T.U. have voted to oppose
entry.

SOCIAL CRISIS

So this massive reaction to the
Derry shootings comes at the inter-
section of a national and a social
upheaval in Ireland. This marks a
huge step forward. The whole
nature of imperiaiism and its rep-
ressive state apparatus has been
exposed. |

L.ynch’s complicity in the work-
s of imperialism, 1n Britain’s
~ontinuing domination of Ireland,
15 becoming clearer and clearer.
And this colncides with a huge
sftack on the jobs and living stand-
ards of the workers.

The mobilisation of the labour
movement shows what can be done
by the workers. The failure of any-
one except the labour leaders,
treachierous though they are, to
mobilise this reaction shows the
organised strength and self-reliane
of the Irish workers.

Recent events show more clearly
than anything else the truth of
Connolly’s dictum “‘the Irish work-
ing class are the incorruptible in-
heritors of the fight for Irish
freedom.”’

But they will only fight this
fight vigorously, bringing to bear
the full might of thelr organisation,
if they see it to be in their inter-

By Carol Coulter pm s —————

ests. Only a socialist programme
can make this clear. Any national-
st programme which puts the
socialist transformation of soclety
off to a distant future, until after
RBritain-is thrown out of Ireland,
will not gain the mass adherence
of Trish workers, unless thev suffer
a defeat in a battle for their own
rights.

Irish workers have learned what
can be gained by a battle for a
better 1life. They are not going to
forget that lesson.

That must now be fused withthe
fight against imperialism. A defeat
on the question of wages and Jobs
could lead to the kind of demoral-
isation of ’56, and this would un-
doubtedly be combined with isolatd
action.against Britain. But Irish
socialists will fight against the
nossibility of such a defeat.

Socialists in Ireland are fighting
in the trade union movement for
real, effective action against Brit-
ish imperialism. They will fight to
stop the leaders backing down.

Meanwhile material help is beug
given to those fighting the Rritish
Army. The labour movement must be

mobilised to throw out British 1mp-
erialism and its Irish collaborators,
and to restructure the country in
the interests of the working class,

These events are very important
for English workers. The Trish wor-
kers are fighting the same fight for
hetter wages and against unemploy-
ment as the miners, the Plessey
workers and, indeed the whoie
Rritish working class. The Army
they are opposing is the army of
the British employers, ordered by
their Government, the Tory Govern-
ment. The fight is different, but
the enemy is the same.

United action by the Rritish and
[rish working class can hasten the
downfall of this whole rotten regin
That is what we are all fighting for.
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A DISPUTE HAS BEEN ON AT
the I.R.O. Computer Centre at
Rootle for 12 months, since the
electricians contracted by
James Scott & Co struck for a
living wage in February 1971.

The strike spread, as other
electricians and site labourers
joined the picket. The demands
were aimed ultimately at the
JIB agreement, which aims to
“ncrease ‘productivity’ (ie ex-
AMpriitation) and which directly
"4dttacks basic methods of trade
union organisation, like site-
level negotiations.

After a disgusting history of
trade union bureaucrat/manage-
ment collaboration in victimis-
ing the militants, the men fin-
ally came out unofficially on
October 25th. under the leader-

ship of their strike committee,
demanding a decent wage, an

end to blacklisting,and site
level negotiating rights. The
strike committee issued a leaf-
let which attacked the role of
the trade union officials who

had totally ignored their demanss.

But rank and file working
class support has been growing
steadily. Demonstrations have
been joined by other workers,
and a rank and file organisation
has grown up. This has put the
strikers in a stronger position
in relation to the Union.

At the beginning of this
month the strikers travelled to
London to get support.

Ten building sites agreed to
support them with levies — and
six EPTU branches (including
Frank Chapple’s branch) over-
whelmingly passed a resolution
calling on the EPTU to make
the IRO strike official.

CHARGED

On February 5th John Byrne
(chairman of the IRO strike
committee) was told he would
be charged under the JIB penal
clauses.

Every electrician must sign
the JIB agreement individually,
and thus it is legally binding.
The penal clauses, never used
hefore in 5 years of the JIB,
allow for penalties ranging from
withdrawal of all benefits and
£100 fines, to a permanent ban
from the industry.

As Bro. Byrne said, “this is
the employers’® last desparate
move. They can’t break us any
other way. They can’t get men
on the site.

¢eThey, and the EPTU offic-
ials, are worried a national rark for all British Leyland toolroom

and file movement will develop

RO. strike sparks
Rank&File

ALY WORKERS IN THE GENERAL
ptrint trade now face a major battle

. which could determine the whole
pattern of wages and conditions in
the industry for many years ahead.

Employers in the industry are
determined to cut the real wages of
trade unionists. The miserable pay
increase they have offered is well
below the rise in the cost of living
and would leave workers worse off
than a year ago.

In the face of this offensive
from the employers, workers in
every chapel should insist that
there should be no retreat from the
original demands. Industrial action
in support of the claim should re-
ceive the fullest support.

Last November, the four main
print unions, representing over
180,000 general print workers, met
the bosses’ organisation, the Brit-
ish Federation of Master Printers,
and submitted a just claim repres-
enting the following demands:

1. Reclassification.

2. Elimination of the Graduation
System.

3. Revision of Machine Extras.

4. Establishment of National
Manning Standard.

5. Elimination of Grade II towns.

6. Adjustment of Apprentices
and Learmners’ percentage rates.

around the strike.”’

The IRO strike HAS in fact
sparked off the beginnings of a
national movement.

On March 25th. (*) there will

be a national rank and file con-
ference of contracting electric-
ians and plumbers, to fight for:

* £1 per hour

* Implementation of EPTU
Conference decisions.

* The right of site stewards
to negotiate.

* The co-ordination of a
national rank and file strategy.

(* 3pm — 6pm at Central Hall,
Renshaw Street, Liverpool. Moral

and financial support for the IRO
strike should be sent to J. Byrne at
44, Sidney Road, Bootle 20, Lancs)

Pal a rker

Coventry 1oolroom

S 2

(BSA) workers have negotiated
a rate of £52.50 a week.

The Coventry Tool Room Rate
has been broken. The Rate,
agreed in 1941, meant that in These agreements are in
the Coventry area (Coventry, well organised factories. In the
Nuneaton and Leamington) cov- smaller, weaker plants, lower
ering 40 federated firms, the rates will obviously be the norm
wages of the 7,999 toolmakers Mr. Alan Berry, Secretary of the

were fixed every month to the Coventry Engineering Employ-
average earnings of the area’s ers’ Association, is well satis-
pieceworkers. fied with the new moves.

The Engineering Employers He said, ‘‘These new wage
considered that the Rate was in- rates are no higher than could

flationary and caused ‘wage be expected from the old tool
drift’. Also, since Coventry room rate and in many cases a

workers’ wages are comparatiye- 800d deal lower."’
high, the tooglmakers' wefges ' This breaking of the Coventyy

; Tool Room Rate together with
xgﬁﬁeisn?ﬁlgﬁféf;?gfﬁ% ?;m the attempt tq int,rod.uge Measur-
for parity ed Day Work into British Ley-

In November the 7 month dis- land, plus growing unemploy

. t in the area, is part of the
pute over the Rate ended with o0 ’
an agreement to have 3 months Government’s and employers’

of individual plant bargaining to svgzt;esg{nt?hléeggvaégg;h;ge: na.nd
replace the old district Y

scale to prevent national claims for
‘ : ] leapfrogging.
So far 15 domestic agree- parity and wage leapfrogging

ments have been reached cover- Traditional rights and bar-

; gaining methods are being
:rlxliiikxl;llfnoé ;Shiz ‘}%?,lglaaﬁrg'grzgf attacked everywhere, and being

' replaced by what always turns
?th: @iéf 5.9 p. an hour or out to be a worse deal. These

Jaguar toolroom workers hawe innovations will have to be res-

negotiated a rate of £48 a week, isted, because they mean a cut

i o ouideline in real wages, and less men
g - o g employed, in the long run.

D.S.

workers. Triumph Engineering

Battle ahead

for Printworkers

, 7. Study of Training and Educat-
on.

8. Wage increase of £4 men, and
£4.50 women.

The employers rejected all of
the demands but finally agreed to
no.7. They offered a miserly [1.32
a week for Class 1 members, with
proportional increases in other
categories. Women workers would
receive the Class 4 men’s rate in-
crease only. These generous pay-
line;lts would be made from 1st. May

972.

The four unions rejected the
bosses’ proposal, and late in Jan-
uary they submitted a revised offer.

They were prepared to increase
the wage rate from £1.32 for Class
1 to £1.62. Women workers were to
be offered an increase of £1.50 per
week as a token advance towards
equal pay.

At the time of publication, there
appears to be deadlock.

The bosses are determined to
carry out the instructions of the
Tory government in refusing to offer
pay rises in excess of 8%. The
present attack on the miners will
soon be facing all print workers.

A united rank and file at shop
floor level is our only guarantee
against the bosses’ miserable pay
offer. |
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